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Organic Gardening courses 2012





Thursday mornings 9.30-12.30





26th January – Digging, mulching, nutrition and soils


The soil is the starting point of all organic gardening, a healthy soil gives you healthy plants and healthy people – we will look at what a soil is made up of and how to keep it healthy.


9th February– Introduction to biodynamic gardening and application of preparation 500 (9.30-2.30)Biodynamic gardening uses the stars and preparations this is just a taster of the biodynamic methods and we will put  on one of the preparations. 


23rd February – Planning your vegetables, rotations


The use resistant varieties, functional biodiversity  and organised complexity in  planting to minimise the spread of pests and diseases. 


8th March – Sowing seeds, pricking out and plant raising


We will sow seeds  and prick out seedlings using  different  professional methods and show you how to raise plants avoiding the pitfalls of slugs and frost.


26th April – Planting and weed control


Planting out young plants,  with supports, seeds, tubers, and bulbs – planting methods and how to effectively control weeds in the early weeks of growing. we will also look at the biodynamic calendar and how the gardening work is organised. 


17th May – pest and disease control, irrigation, side shooting and summer maintenance of plants we will look at a range of plants that need side shooting, training, irrigation how and when  it is necessary, pest and diseases and how to control them using natural methods. 





Cost


£20 per session or £100 for all 6 sessions (concessions and stepped payments may be available on application) 


A place is booked on receipt of a £10 deposit


The Apricot centre is a small eco-venue just outside of Manningtree in an attractive 4-acre organic fruit garden. Our focus is upon providing courses on the general theme of Sustainable Living. The Apricot Centre is part of The Land Project and is a demonstration farm for permaculture  methods. We are close to the mainline train station London-Norwich





Tutors 


Marina O’Connell; 


BSc, MEnv.  Permaculture diploma and part of the national transition trainer pool. Marina is an esperienced organic grower, trainer and lecturer in Horticulture & Sustainability and director of the Apricot centre. � HYPERLINK "http://www.apricotcentre.co.uk" �www.apricotcentre.co.uk� 
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Booking 








The Apricot Centre is also available to hire for private use as a meeting venue.








Apricot Centre


83  Hungerdown Lane,


Lawford,


Essex.


CO11 2LY





01206 230425


� HYPERLINK "mailto:info@apricotcentre.co.uk" �info@apricotcentre.co.uk�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.apricotcentre.co.uk" �www.apricotcentre.co.uk�























To book on this courses please phone or email us to confirm that there are places, and then send your deposit or full fee by post payable to: Apricot Centre CIC, 83 Hungerdown Lane, Lawford, Essex. CO11 2LY. You will then receive a confirmation of booking. 
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